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REPLY TO EXAMINERS ANSWER 

Appellant hereby submits this paper in response to the Examining Attorney's Answer 
mailed June 5, 2001. 
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REMARKS 

Appellant files this Reply Brief to address what might be considered new points of 
argument raised by the Examiner in the Examiner's Answer in this case. The specific points of 
arguments addressed are reproduced below, followed by Appellant's response. 

ISSUE: 

The Examiner's Answer essentially argues, among other things, that it is well known in 
the art to have a peripheral device such as Burnett's printer being a peripheral hub having a 
plurality of USB ports (Examiner's Answer, page 4). This assertion is clearly wrong. The 
argument ignores, among other things, the fact that one of ordinary skill in the art would NOT 
consider a peripheral device such as a printer to be in the same category as a peripheral hub 
device. The comparison is akin to equating a power plant with a toaster because the toaster 
operates using the electricity generated by the power plant, the comparison is simply ludicrous. 

The Examiner's answer makes reference to claims 5 and 9 of Appellant's application 
(Examiner's Answer, page 4). Appellant respectfully submits that claims 5 and 9 are not 
included with the appealed claims. 
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CONCLUSION ^£fyl/i>^ 
For thele^l^f^iis and the reasons originally presented in ^pellarii'siKppeal Brief, 

Uo Ma, 

Appellant therefore requests the rejections of the claims be withdrawn and the'^p^^ation be 



allowed to issue. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

United States Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Assistant Secretary and Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified patent application, we are transmitting herewith the following: 

1 . Reply to Examiner's Answer (3 pp.); and 

2. Return postcard. 

With respect to additional fees, it is believed that no fees are believed to be due at this time. 
However, if this is incorrect, please charge any other fees that may be due or credit any overpayments to , 
the Deposit Account of the Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P., Account No. 01-0660. 



Date: August 3, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 

Russell C. Scott, Reg. No.: 43,103 
Customer No. 020790 
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